Applicability for the research consumer? Did you learn anything? Is it the truth? Replication?  Should it be in print?

Teaching effectiveness in technology-mediated distance learning.

Described as learning involving implementation of information, computing, and communications technology applications in more than one location

Educational VideoConferencing circa 1996

This is field research – an exploratory study that appears to be action research

The abstract states that it contains both quantitative and qualitative techniques

The exploratory study contained 9 hypotheses

Students clearly recognized the advantages of distance learning technologies:  access to outside experts, wider selection of courses, and the opportunity to gain experience with the technologies (p. 15)

Quantitatively showed that students and professors preferred full-motion video to compressed or streaming video (r=.13, p=.05)

Results provide initial recommendations to administrators

Provide camera and technology layouts

Encourage instructors to use the variety of media available

Training instructors not to focus on technology at the expense of students

Courses in which technology is reliable, of high quality, and in which the instructor demonstrates control over the technology will be successful

Results have significant practical implications for ratings of professors’ teaching effectiveness.  

If professors are generally evaluated more negatively in technology-mediated distance learning courses, review committees will need to take this into account

More studies are needed…using comparison groups and baseline measurements.

Generally, models of teaching effectiveness in distance learning should be augmented to encompass further influences, including technical characteristics, student characteristics, and instructor characterstics

