CET 749

Policy and Management in Distance Education

Dakota State University

Final Project

Cliff De Long

Technology Coordinator Certification Requirements in the United States

	State 
	URL 

	Alabama
	http://www.alsde.edu 

	Alaska
	http://www.eed.state.ak.us 

	Arizona
	http://www.ade.state.az.us 

	Arkansas
	http://arkedu.state.ar.us 

	California
	http://www.cde.ca.gov 

	Colorado
	http://www.cde.state.co.us 

	Connecticut
	http://www.state.ct.us/sde 

	Delaware
	http://www.doe.state.de.us 

	District of Columbia
	http://www.k12.dc.us 

	Florida
	http://www.firn.edu/doe/index.html 

	Georgia
	http://www.doe.k12.ga.us 

	Hawaii
	http://www.k12.hi.us 

	Idaho
	http://www.sde.state.id.us/dept 

	Illinois
	http://www.isbe.state.il.us 

	Indiana
	http://www.doe.state.in.us 

	Iowa
	http://www.state.ia.us/educate 

	Kansas
	http://www.ksbe.state.ks.us 

	Kentucky
	http://www.kde.state.ky.us 

	Louisiana
	http://www.doe.state.la.us 

	Maine
	http://www.state.me.us/education/homepage.htm 

	Maryland
	http://www.msde.state.md.us 

	Massachusetts
	http://www.doe.mass.edu 

	Michigan
	http://www.mde.state.mi.us 

	Minnesota
	http://www.educ.state.mn.us 

	Mississippi
	http://www.mde.k12.ms.us 

	Missouri
	http://www.dese.state.mo.us 

	Montana
	http://www.metnet.state.mt.us 

	Nebraska
	http://www.nde.state.ne.us 

	Nevada
	http://www.nsn.k12.nv.us/nvdoe 

	New Hampshire
	http://www.state.nh.us/doe 

	New Jersey
	http://www.state.nj.us/education 

	New Mexico
	http://sde.state.nm.us 

	New York
	http://www.nysed.gov 

	North Carolina
	http://www.dpi.state.nc.us 

	North Dakota
	http://www.dpi.state.nd.us 

	Ohio
	http://www.ode.state.oh.us 

	Oklahoma
	http://sde.state.ok.us 

	Oregon
	http://www.ode.state.or.us 

	Pennsylvania
	http://www.pde.state.pa.us 

	Rhode Island
	http://www.ridoe.net 

	South Carolina
	http://www.state.sc.us/sde 

	South Dakota
	http://www.state.sd.us/deca 

	Tenessee
	http://www.state.tn.us/education 

	Texas
	http://www.tea.state.tx.us 

	Utah
	http://www.usoe.k12.ut.us 

	Vermont
	http://www.state.vt.us/educ 

	Virginia
	http://www.pen.k12.va.us 

	Washington
	http://www.k12.wa.us 

	West Virginia
	http://wvde.state.wv.us 

	Wisconsin
	http://www.dpi.state.wi.us 

	Wyoming
	http://www.k12.wy.us/wdehome.html 

	Department of Defense Schools
	http://www.odedodea.edu 

	Bureau of Indian Affiars
	http://www.oiep.bia.edu 

	American Somoa
	http://www.samoanet.com/asg/asgdoe97.html 

	Guam
	http://www.doe.edu.gu 

	Northern Marianas
	http://net.saipan.com/cftemplates/pss/index.cfm 

	Puerto Rico
	not available 

	Virgin Islands
	http://www.usvi.org/education/index.html 


http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/ccseas.html
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I accessed each of the above state’s websites searching for an endorsement or certification at any level for the position known as technology coordinator or director.  This process took several days, as not all of the state’s education sites were forthcoming with their certification requirements and occasionally I was forced to read the statutes in order to make a determination.  While I was able to find position descriptions and technology plans at nearly all of the states, I was unable to find any state that had legislation in place for a formal certification process.  While you may not find this surprising, it is startling when viewed from the administrator’s  perspective:  personnel are allowed in schools without credentials or background checks, simply because they are “good with computers”.  

Technology Education is not Technology Coordination. Technology Education refers to Industrial Technology.  All states have references to Educational Technology and most states have references to Technology Plans as well as guidelines for planning.  Many states refer to media specialist endorsements (librarian).  Some states provide endorsements for curriculum specialists.  Connecticut has Department Chairperson and Intermediate Administration endorsements that require a masters degree.  Florida provides an educational leadership endorsement that requires a masters degree. ISTE/NCATE National Standards for Technology in Teacher Preparation are required in many states for professional licensure to teach.  Illinois provides for certification of “School Service Personnel”.  Kentucky provides an Instructional computer technology endorsement.
Iowa provides an area education agency administrator's license to those with 5 or more years of experience in administration or an earned doctorate.

Pennsylvania leaves it up to the accrediting colleges and universities to decide which certification to provide on an “experimental” basis.

All of the states are busily implementing content standards for technology education, none of them appear to advertise that they have legislated an active endorsement or certification.

I would like to see the South Dakota legislature be the first to require certification for this position that is often added to teachers duties without additional compensation, or in some cases, just handed off to anybody willing to do the job irregardless of credentials.

