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Dr. Dan Coldeway

As a class, we were asked to write a document in Microsoft Word and attach it to an email to Dr. Coldeway defining and defending action research; comments about Dr. Chris Dede’s style of research as well as answering the question: “What does it mean to me?”.
Research is disciplined inquiry characterized by accepted principles to verify that a knowledge claim is reasonable.  It involves a systematic process of gathering, interpreting, and reporting information.
  Action Research is a specific type of applied research.  Its goal is to solve a specific classroom or school problem, improve practice, or help make a decision at a single local site.  It may be individual, collaborative or school-wide.  As a type of applied research, then, its purpose is to test theories and other ideas in the context of naturally occuring educational settings.

In defense of action research, I find that it is attempted on a regular basis in a non-scientific approach by most educators.  However, many educators have severe time constraints inhibiting them from formally implementing research in their classrooms.

I took a few scattered notes throughout Dr. Dede’s lectures:  “There is nothing wrong with traditional pedagogy.”,  “Action research is the Ginsu knife of research.”, “Action or applied research is examining one’s own practice and asking:  How can I be a better teacher.”

Dr. Dede presented two case studies:  one on Virtual Reality applications in teaching physics and one on using a “video tape measure”.  These were shown in a video format.  He also demonstrated the current educational medium he is researching:  Multi-User Virtual Environment (MUVE).

I directly asked Dr. Dede what his style of research was and he replied “basic”.

Finally, what does this mean to me?  I had the privilege of listening to one of this nation’s principal education research investigators.  I was allowed to question him regarding some of my own beliefs regarding the current pedagogy, which in turn forced me to re-examine them.  I am further convinced that I do not wish to be an educational researcher and am glad that there are such obviously competent individuals working in the field.
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